Avoiding publishing research in dubious places of publication
The two main choices for disseminating research are journals and conferences (with publication in conference proceedings). Unfortunately, recently new scam business models have emerged which mean that being careful in your choices for publishing becomes crucial. Guidelines for helping to choose where to publish are therefore needed.

Types of journals
Traditionally, journals have been divided into international versus national journals, and refereed versus non-refereed journals. More recently, with the growth of the Internet and with criticisms of the high subscription costs charged by the international publishing houses, a new key categorisation is open-access versus restricted access. Below I have categorised journals into 7 categories which are relevant to SoLA staff, with examples from applied linguistics.
A. International journals in major databases (e.g. Scopus) published by major publishing houses (e.g. Elsevier, Sage, Springer) with restricted access (e.g. through ScienceDirect) and a rigorous and lengthy refereeing process.

B. International journals in major databases run by well-known organisations (e.g. TESOL Quarterly) with restricted access and a rigorous and lengthy refereeing process.

C. International journals in major databases which are open-access (e.g. Language Learning & Technology, CALL-EJ). These have a rigorous and lengthy refereeing process but do NOT charge for publication.

D. International journals in major databases published by major publishing houses which are open-access and charge for publication. These have a rigorous and lengthy refereeing process.

E. International journals not in major databases published by little-known publishing houses. These do NOT charge for publication, and may be restricted access or open-access. Refereeing is not usually rigorous.

F. International journals not in major databases published by little-known publishing houses which are open-access and charge for publication. These do not have rigorous refereeing (e.g. they often promise referees’ reports within 2 or 3 days). They often cover a very wide range of subject areas.
G. National journals in the TCI database. These are refereed but not usually rigorous.

H. National journals published by well-known organisations (e.g. rEFLections). These are refereed but not usually rigorous.

The most problematic category of journals is F. These journals are usually businesses which have no links to academia. These journals have no quality at all - they are simply trying to get your money by charging for publication. It can be difficult to identify these journals (some criteria are available at http://scholarlyoa.com/2012/08/04/criteria-for-determining-predatory-open-access-publishers/). Basically, you should NOT publish in these journals (some US universities actually use publication in Type F journals as a criterion for rejecting job applicants. The difficulties in identifying predatory journals means that, to play it safe, journals of type D might also need to be avoided (unless you are certain of its quality).
How to identify Type F journals
An example of a Type F journal: International Journal of Humanities and Social Science (http://www.ijhssnet.com/)
The initial homepage looks persuasive, but:

· It is published by “Center for Promoting Ideas” - a name typical of the publishers of predatory journals

· It publishes articles in the fields of “anthropology, business studies ...” listing 35 different fields (including “linguistics” twice), and finishes with “and so on”

· The types of articles it publishes are “publishes original papers, review papers, conceptual framework, analytical and simulation models, case studies, empirical research, technical notes, and book reviews” - again not a selective list. Copying this list into Google (with double quote marks) returns numerous other similar journals which use exactly the same phrasing

Moving to the submission page (http://www.ijhssnet.com/index.php/submission.html) - on other journal websites, this may be ‘Guidelines for authors’ at the bottom we find “If the paper is accepted for publication, author(s) will be asked to pay 200 USD as article publication fee in order to defray the operating costs.”
From this, we can conclude that this is a predatory journal that should be avoided.

Types of conference
There are 4 main types of conference:

A. Genuine conferences that publish proceedings. These are usually run by well-known organisations (e.g. TESOL, BAAL) or by educational institutions (e.g. universities) [Note: Some conferences are hosted by, but not run by, universities. It is the organiser, not the host, that is crucial.]

B. Genuine conferences that do not publish proceedings (similar to A).

C. Conferences that are held to make money, not as academic fora. These are businesses similar to Type F journals (and are often associated with Type F journals).
D. Conferences that do not exist! A recent type of spam e-mail is invitations to conferences (often in fields that are of no relevance to the recipient). The goal is to get you to pay the registration fee, but there is actually no conference, only a website. Often these refer to conferences in China, but last year a teacher at SWU paid for and travelled to a ‘conference’ in Italy that didn’t exist!

Conference type A are preferable, but type B is also possible (with the conference paper being submitted to a journal - not journal type F! - for publication).
How to identify Type C conferences
An example of a suspicious conference: International Conference on Foreign Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics 2015 (https://www.waset.org/conference/2015/01/london/ICFLTAL)
Again, the initial homepage looks persuasive, but:

· The organiser is ‘World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology’ (WASET) - a name like a Type F journal publisher, and a name that has nothing to do with foreign language teaching

· On the homepage, it states “ICFLTAL 2015 has teamed up with the Special Journal Issue on Advances in Foreign Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics” which sounds good, until you search for “Advances in Foreign Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics” in Google - the only returns concern ICFTAL conferences -  and in Google Scholar - no returns. The journal doesn’t exist.
· Clicking on ‘Conference proceedings’ leads to a page of WASET journals (all Type F), none of which is related to applied linguistics.
· Clicking on ‘Conference committee’ gives a long list of people from Malaysia, Iran, Libya etc. None are from the UK where the conference is to be held.

Another tip is to search for the publications of any plenary speakers on Google Scholar. If they have published only 2 or 3 articles in low-level publications (or Type F journals), the conference is unlikely to have much quality. Conferences like this should be avoided, and are coded ‘red’ in the CRS conference list.

Academic scam e-mails
Type D conferences above are an example of an academic scam e-mail. Once your e-mail address gets published (e.g. as a contact address in a journal article), you are likely to receive many more scam e-mails, including:

· Solicitations of articles for publication (often from Type F journals)

· Requests to be a reviewer (again from Type F journals)

Basically, if you haven’t heard of the journal or conference before, the message is likely to be spam, so delete it!
